
From April 2023 there will be a single phone 
number and a single website for all council 
services for the whole of Somerset.

One place to go for help

Why the need for change?

Five into one: The local council elections taking place on Thursday 
5 May will be the first for a new kind of council for Somerset.

This will be your opportunity to vote for the 110 councillors, across 55 divisions, 
who will lead the creation of the single new unitary council for Somerset as we 
go through the biggest change in a generation.

In April 2023 Somerset County Council and the four district councils will be 
replaced by the new unitary Somerset Council – responsible for everything from 
bin collections and street cleaning, to social care and schools.

In May, the 110 councillors you elect will initially serve as county councillors with 
responsibility for delivering county council services and overseeing the transition 
to a new single Somerset Council. In April 2023 they will become responsible for 
all council services in Somerset, including those currently provided by the district 
councils, Mendip, Sedgemoor, South Somerset and Somerset West and Taunton.

City, town, and parish elections across Somerset are also being brought forward 
by a year, to bring them in line with the county elections.

There has never been a more important vote in Somerset. It’s quick 
and easy to register online at www.gov.uk/register-to-vote

The deadline is 14 April

Running one council will remove duplication, red 
tape and waste, and free up money to improve 
frontline services. 

£18.5m more for frontline council services

On the national and international stage that
single clear voice will mean Somerset is heard
and better able to compete for funding and 
new jobs.

A single, clearer, voice for Somerset

One of the most exciting proposals for the new 
council is that decisions and influence should be 
held as locally as possible. 

Plans are being developed for between 15 and 20 
Local Community Networks (LCNs) across the 
county, to give communities influence over 
decisions about their local area. These will have 
formal powers – making sure that 
neighbourhoods have a voice in shaping services.

Council services: 
countywide and hyper-local

5 May Local Government Elections 

What’s different this time?

You can find out more about the new Council at www.newsomersetcouncil.org.ukYou can find out more about the new Council at www.newsomersetcouncil.org.uk
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e 6 April
Candidates confirmed 
and names published in 
each of the 55 divisions. 
City, town and parish 
council candidates also 
published. 

14 April
Last day to 
register to 
vote.

19 April
Last day to 
apply for a 
postal vote.

26 April
Last day to 
apply for a 
proxy vote.

6 May
Counting and 
results of 
County Council 
/ new Somerset 
Council.

7 May
Counting and 
results of city, 
town and parish 
elections.

5 May - Election Day
Voting for the County 
Council / new Somerset 
Council. Elections to city, 
town and parish councils.

The new Somerset Council will combine the services and expertise 
of the existing five councils along with new ideas


