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Ground Rules
Click to dd text

• Please keep cameras off and mics 
on mute if you’re not speaking

• If you would like to speak during the 
meeting, please use the raise hand 
feature or indicate in the chat.

• Please don’t use the chat for any 
other purpose. 

• This meeting will be recorded for 
note taking purposes.



1.Welcome & Introductions (ALL)

2.Job Description for Unitary Councillors 
(SW/CB)

3.LCN Boundaries (AJ/SS)

4.Taunton Town Council (MP)

5.Forward plan (FP)

Agenda
Local 
Government 
Reorganisation 
(LGR) Advisory 
Board



Job Descriptions for Unitary Councillors
Scott Wooldridge



Unitary Councillor Job Descriptions from 
other unitary councils

• Buckinghamshire

• Cornwall

• Dorset

• Shropshire

• Wiltshire



Unitary Councillor Job Description -
emerging themes

1. Representation

2. Corporate parenting

3. Community leadership 

4. Decision making

5. Propriety and ethics (Nolan principles)

6. Commitment to learning and development



Councillor Allowances (2019-2021)

Unitary Council Basic p.a. County Council Basic p.a. District Council Basic p.a.

Cornwall £14,870.50 Buckinghamshire* £11,998.00 Mendip £4,484.00

Dorset £13,357.50 Devon £12,823.05 Sedgemoor £4,176.96

Durham £13,300.00 Shropshire £11,514.00 South Somerset £6,937.68

Wiltshire £13,833.00 Somerset £11,540.00 Southwest Somerset 
and Taunton

£5,069.00

*Buckinghamshire pre-unitary figures



LCN Boundaries
Alyn Jones & Sara Skirton



What is an LCN?

How can we be sure a bigger council won’t lose touch with local 
communities?

We know that a big council needs a cast-iron way for local communities to have their 
say, so it doesn’t lose sight of what’s important to different towns and villages. With 
15 to 20 representative and empowered Local Community Networks, our new 
Somerset Council can be better at thinking locally.



What is an LCN?

What are Local Community Networks (LCNs) and why are they important?

• LCNs will give communities power to influence decisions about their local area.

• They will be an important part of how our new Somerset Council works with
formal power as ‘committees of the council’ – making sure that local areas will
have an ongoing voice to shape their new council to suit their local needs.

• LCNs will include City, town and parish councils, voluntary groups, NHS, schools, 
police, and other interested parties and residents. 

• They will meet in local areas, in every part of the County.

• They’ll discuss what is most important for their area and work together, to agree 
how best to achieve it.



What is an LCN?

How will City, town and parish councils be involved in the new council?
City, town and parish councils will be front and centre in local decision making. They will have the 
opportunity to take on service responsibilities and assets where they want to.

Assets might include:

• green spaces

• buildings

• sports facilities

• markets

• other local properties

Services might include:
• car parks
• extended street cleaning
• tourist information
• leisure

We’re working closely with the City, towns and parishes and will convene a second conference event 
open to all members in February.













PCNs (13)



Separating large towns / city and using local 
knowledge with regards to historic 
relationships



LCNs derived from 
parishes and 

natural 
communities 



LCNs derived 
from current 
county divisions



‘Heart of 
the 

Levels’
Scoped by 
Somerton 
and 
surrounding 
Parishes. 



Exmoor 
Pilot

• 21 Parishes

• 1 Town



Frome 
Pilot

• 29 Parishes

• 1 Town



Emerging conversations we are aware of;

• 'Heart of the Levels'

• Wells area

• Wellington

• St Cuthbert out

• Glastonbury

• Others...?



Asks of the Advisory Board;

• Factors topics and influences that should be considered when 
developing LCN boundaries.

• Views from the Board as to how to best engage with communities, 
particularly how we can reach groups that wouldn't ordinarily engage.

• Any immediate issues and concerns that any of the included maps 
cause at this early stage - insight would be welcome.

• Our current approach to interested communities.



A Community Governance 
Review for Taunton
16th December 2021



The background

• Unparished Area created in 1974 when the former Taunton Deane Borough 

Council was created.

• District Council can levy Special Expenses on the Unparished Area and has 

done in recent years to fund a grants programme that can pay for things a Town 

and Parish Council could.

• In March 2021 SWT resolved;
Resolved that Full Council approved:-

a) As per the resolution made by Taunton Deane Borough Council on 19th March 2018, 

that a Community Governance Review (CGR) of the Unparished Area of Taunton was 

commenced with a view to creating a new Town or Parish Council(s) from 1st April 2023.

b) A cross party Members Working Group was established to commence the Community 

Governance Review for the Unparished Area of Taunton (as per the Member Working 

Group Protocol being approved by Council on 30th March).

• Creation of a Town Council a key plank of Unitary Business Case



The Charter Trustees for Taunton 2019 -

• The Charter Trustees for Taunton are the 16 Somerset West and Taunton councillors elected to 

represent wards in the unparished area of Taunton which has no town or parish council of its own.

• Created via Statutory Instrument following the dissolution of the Borough of Taunton as a part of the 

creation of Somerset West and Taunton Council in 2019.

• The Trustees elect a Mayor and Deputy Mayor for Taunton each year. The Mayor and Deputy 

uphold the traditional roles previously carried out by the Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Taunton Deane 

within the boundary of the unparished area. 

• The Charter Trustees and the mayoralty are funded through a local tax, or precept, charged to 

Council Tax payers in the unparished area of Somerset West and Taunton. The precept is collected 

by Somerset West and Taunton through Council Tax bills.

• Charter Trustees only have the power to raise a precept to cover the costs of their administration 

and the associated costs for the upkeep of the Civic Insignia or 'Silver' and the Mayoralty of 

Taunton. They cannot legally precept for taking on responsibilities and costs that Parish and Town 

Councils can such as grass cutting and public conveniences.



What is a Community Governance Review?

• A chance for members of the public to 

give the Council their view on how they 

would like to be governed.



What is a Community Governance Review?

• Chapter 3 of Part 4 of the Local Government and Public Involvement Health 

Act 2007 devolves the power to take decisions about matters such as the 

creation of parishes and their electoral arrangements form the Secretary of 

State and the Electoral Commission to local government and local 

communities in England.

• Since 13 February 2008, district councils, unitary county councils and London 

borough councils (principal councils) have had responsibility for undertaking 

community governance reviews and have been able to decide whether to give 

effect to recommendations made in those reviews. In making that 

decision, they will need to take account of the views of local people.



What is a Community Governance Review?

• Principal councils are also required to have regard to 

guidance on undertaking community governance reviews, 

which has been published by the Electoral Commission.

• The objective of undertaking a community governance 

review is to ensure that local governance will continue to be 

effective and convenient and will reflect the identities 

and interests of local communities.



What is a Community Governance Review?

In carrying out a community governance review, SWT must 

also consider the wider picture of 

community governance. This includes taking account of 

well-established forms of community governance such 

as local residents’ associations and community 

forums. These can be considered as either alternatives to 

or stages towards establishing parish or town councils.



What is a Community Governance Review?

•Proposals to create a parish or parish council covering all or part of a 

charter trustee area need to be judged in particular against the following 

considerations;

a) the effect on the historic cohesiveness of the area; and

b) what are the other community interests in the area? Is there a 

demonstrable sense of community identity encompassing the charter 

trustee area? Are there smaller areas within it which have a 

demonstrable community identity and which would be viable 

as administrative units?



The work done so far

• Met as a Community Governance Working Group regularly since May 2021 to consider the issues.

• Conducted research into other Councils that have recently undergone the CGR process e.g. 

Weymouth, Torbay, Kidderminster et al.

• Determined a detailed timetable and consultation programme for the CGR;

• Worked on a Communications and Consultation Plan.

• Worked on the Consultation Text and Terms of Reference.

• Engaged with the Charter Trustees, Boundary Commission and Department for Levelling Up 

Housing and Communities (DLUHC).

• Researched further into the financial aspects and assets and liabilities in the Taunton area with 

particular regard to Allotments.

• Progressed the review in accordance with the requirements of the Local Government and Public 

Involvement in Health Act 2007 and the Guidance on CGRs issued by the Department of 

Communities and Local Government and The Local Government Boundary Commission for 

England in March 2010;



Special Full Council 19th October 2021

2c: To commence a Community Governance Review of the Unparished Area of 

Taunton and the adjoining Parish areas with the intention to implement a town 

council for all or part of that area.

a) A community governance review be undertaken of the unparished area of Taunton and 

surrounding parishes (Trull, Bishop’s Hull, Comeytrowe, Norton Fitzwarren, Staplegrove, 

Kingston St. Mary, Cheddon Fitzpaine, West Monkton) with a view to the creation of a 

parish or parishes and council(s) to serve all or part of that area.

b) The Terms of Reference for the Community Governance Review be delegated to be 

approved by the Chief Executive Officer and Monitoring Officer or Deputy, after consultation 

with the Community Governance Review Working Group and the Leader of the Council for 

later publication.



Special Full Council 19th October 2021

c) The first round of consultation wording be delegated to be approved by the Chief Executive Officer 

and Deputy Monitoring Officer for use as the basis for the first round of communications in respect of 

the Community Governance Review with authority delegated to the Specialist in Governance and 

Democracy to make minor amendments to the text if required, after consultation with the Community 

Governance Review Working Group and the Leader of the Council.

d) The Communications and Consultation Plan set out at Appendix 10 to this report be approved, with 

authority delegated to the Specialist in Governance and Democracy to make minor amendments to 

the text if required, after consultation with the Community Governance Review Working Group. 

e) To authorise a general delegation to the Chief Executive Officer and Deputy Monitoring Officer, 

after consultation with the Community Governance Review Working Group to take such action as 

necessary to progress the community governance review and amend the timetable in accordance 

with legislation and the statutory guidance.



[your text here]

[your text here]



Indicative Timetable



Indicative Timetable



Indicative Timetable



Indicative Timetable



Indicative Timetable



Indicative Timetable



Indicative Timetable



Stage 1 Consultation – 17th Nov – 12th January

• 8 weeks long (an extra two weeks taking into account the Christmas period)

• Officers and Councillors on the Working Group are in the process of attending affected Parish 

meetings to give a presentation and take questions from Councillors/residents.

• Postcard below to circa 44,000 residents and businesses to be landing 13th Dec – 7th Jan 2022



Stage 1 Consultation – 17th Nov – 12th January

Q1) Please tell us whether you are a local 

resident/employee/business person/community rep?

Q2) Please enter the postcode of your home (if a local resident) or 

work or other premises which you have a local connection

Q3) Based on where you live or work/other connection with area, 

which town, parish, area or locality do you feel you belong to?

Q4) Should a town or parish council or councils be set up to serve 

the parts of Taunton that do not currently have them?

Q5) If Yes or Don’t know to prev Q – Should a single council be set 

up to cover the whole of the Unparished area or separate councils?



Stage 1 Consultation – 17th Nov – 12th January

Q6) Should any new parish or town council that is set up in the UPA 

of Taunton also take in the urban parts of any surrounding 

parish(es)?

Q7 & 8) Only for those who do not think a Town Council should be 

set up in the UPA – Why do you think they should not be set up? And 

Do you think there are other non parish forms of community 

governance that have been or could be, made to represent 

community representation or engagement in the area under review 

either as alternatives to or stages towards the establishment of town 

or parish councils?



Q9) In the event that a new parish/town council is established taking 

in both the currently unparished area of Taunton and the urban parts 

of one or more surrounding parishes, what arrangements should be 

made for the remaining (rural) parts of those parishes?

Q10) Do you think town or parish council(s) should consider 

delivering some local services that are currently provided by 

Somerset West and Taunton Council and for these to be paid for by 

the town council precept?

Q11) Do you have any other comments on governance issues or 

boundaries at the parish/town council level?

Stage 1 Consultation – 17th Nov – 12th January



Any questions?

If you’d like to get in touch please get in touch:

• Chair of the CGR Working Group – Cllr Derek Perry

Cllr.d.perry@somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk

Officer Leads on Taunton Town Council LGR Sub-Workstream:

• Kevin Williams k.Williams@somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk

• Marcus Prouse m.prouse@somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk - 01823 219570

• John Williams (Electoral consultant) 

j.Williams@somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk

• Michael Bryant  mbryant@somerset.gov.uk

• Michelle Brooks mbrooks@somerset.gov.uk

mailto:Cllr.d.perry@somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk
mailto:k.Williams@somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk
mailto:m.prouse@somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk
mailto:j.Williams@somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk
mailto:mbryant@somerset.gov.uk
mailto:mbrooks@somerset.gov.uk


Forward Plan

• LCN Pilot Update

• Communications Update

Next LGR Advisory Board Meeting dates:

• 3 February 2022

• 17 March 2022


